
CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1. ORIENTATION

Pore Is a non-Austronesian language of Papua New Guinea . It is a

member of the East New Guinea Highlands Stock (Wurm 1975c: 168), which

in turn is part of the large Trans-New Guinea Phylum covering the

major portion of both population and area of Papua New Guinea (Wurm

1975a: 19).

The Pore language is located around Okapa in the Eastern Highlands

Province (see Map 1), and now has over 18,000 speakers. There are

three dialects: Northern, Central and Southern (Scott 1963). The

Northern is the prestige dialect, and is the subject of this study.

Its borders coincide with those of the North Pore Census Division <see

Map 2). The Central dialect shows only minor changes from the

Northern, while the Southern dialect is more divergent. Where relevant,

differences between dialects are indicated in footnotes.

1.2. HISTORY OF RESEARCH

1.2.1. GEWERAL

The outside world knew nothing of the Fore-speaking people until

after World War II. 19^*7 saw the first Administration patrol into the

area, but it was 19 5^ before the present township of Okapa was founded
2

as a Government outstation.

village rolls for the area were updated duzdng 19759 but no actual totals vere ccm-
piled. Most recent figures, which give a i>op\aation of l6,655, come from Okapa Patrol
Reports 2 and 23 of 1972-73. A hrief cootparison with previous repoirts shows eumual
Increases of approxLinately 3% and 1^ in Iforth Fore and South Fore Censiis Divisions
respectively.
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Anthropological details of the Fore region began to emerge in the

early 1950s, following fieldwork during 1951-53 by R.M. and C.H.

Berndt.^ C.H. Berndt (195^) also provided the first linguistic notes.

Then in 1957, the Pore area captured the attention of the medical
h

world when existence of the disease, Kuru, became known (Gajdusek and

Zigas 1957). Anthropological and medical research intensified, en-

couraged by Papua New Guinea's Department of Public Health. Glasse

and Lindenbaum^ carried out major anthropological studies during 1961-

63 from Wanitabi in the heart of the Kuru region.

A complete listing of all research materials relating to Kuru,

whether medical, anthropological or linguistic, is given by Alpers

,

et al. (1975).

1.2.2. LINGUISTIC

'Pore' was first listed as a language name by Capell (19^8-49:106),

where he placed it as part of the present Eastern family. Comparison

with wordlists by McKaughan (1973:721) shows that Capell 's materials

were actually from an Auyana dialect, hence the Eastern placement.

Originally the name 'Fore' was used in reference to the South Pore

villages of Abomatasa, Ilesa and Awarosa, together with the Awa tribes-

people across the Lamari River (Gajdusek and Alpers 1972:817). Auyana

villages lie immediately to the north of this area (see Map 2), and it

is still common practice to identify oneself by a nearby but more

widely known designation.

^See R.M. Berndt (1952-53, 195l>, 1962); C.H. Berndt (1953).

Kuru, Papua Hew Guinea's so-called 'laughing sickness', is a disease of the central
nervous system which is invariably fatal. It derives its nante from the Fore word
kuru 'tpeni>ling'

.

At first thought to be of genetic origin, Kuru is now known to be a viral disease.
It is restricted to the Fore people and to those of their neighboiurs with when th«qr

have intermarried. Muscular control decreases duirlng the course of the disease, with
death usually occurring after about nine months. "K\aru alone accounted for over half
the deaths beyond infancy in the most severely affected villages, and reprisal murders
of sorcerers suspected of causing the disease was the second most frequent cause of
death in much of the region." (Zigas 1970:130).

Work on Kuru and related diseases since 1957 has made GejdtiadE one of two 1976
Nobel Prize winners in Physiology and Medicine (Hewsweek 1976).

Kuru is apparently of recent origin, reaching what is now the centre of the Kuru

region during the 1920s (Glasse 196l:k). Cannibalism, now considered to have been
the mode of transmission of the virtis (Mathews, et al. 1968), is also apparently

recent, reaching the area only ten to twenty years ahead of Kxaru (Glasse 1967:9).

Under Government influence, cannibalism ceased during the late 1950s, and in recent

years the incidence of Kuru has also markedly decreased.

^See, for example, Glasse (1962, I969); Lindenbaum (1963, 196U, 1971, forthcoming).

^Capell spelled it 'Forei'; R.M. Berndt (1952-53) and C.H. Berndt (1952): 'Po:re';

Smythe (1959): 'Fo:re'; all users since Smythe: 'Fore'.
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By the early 1950s, »Pore' had become generally accepted as the

collective name for all speakers of the language surrounding Okapa

(C. Berndt 1952). Following extensive fieldwork In the Highlands

during 1958-59, Wurm (196la, 196^) placed Fore as part of a Pore-Gimi

sub-family within the East-Central Family.

The earliest linguistic notes of C.H. Berndt (195^) were followed

by unpublished papers on basic aspects of the grammar by Smythe (1959)

and Nicholson (196I). Language lessons, also unpublished, were pre-

pared by Dutton (196I) and by Nicholson and Nicholson (196I). Both

include brief grammatical notes.

Pore phonology was first described in detail by Nicholson and

Nicholson (1962). Then followed an analysis of the suprasegmental

feature, pitch-accent, by Pike and Scott (1963)> which has been

challenged by Pilch (1970). Pike discussed matrix rearrangements for

highlighting features of the pronominal affixes (Pike 1963), and I

have subsequently produced papers on Pore dialects (Scott 1963), in-

dependent verbs (1968a), relationships between verbs (1973) > linguistic

aspects of kinship (1975b), and orthographic problems (1968b, 1976).

The 1973 paper was prepared during a linguistic workshop headed by

R.E. Longacre, who included reference to the materials in that paper

in both his preliminary and final reports (Longacre 1970, 1972).
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